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A Story From David . . . “A Bit More Crowded Lately”

We have been a bit more crowded lately.
Perhaps you've noticed that our second
service closing circle has often been two

circles as the center isle is partially or
completely filled. Yes, we have been growing
over the last six months.  Our worship
attendance is up about 5 percent. While this
is not rapid growth, considering that 75
percent of all churches in America are
stagnant or declining, we can feel good about
ourselves. Good job. A number of you are
reaching out, inviting, and welcoming any and
all who come through our doors.

Our Administrative Council and Staff
Parish Relations Committee have been
studying the five book series “Five Practices
of Fruitful Congregations”, which has had a
dramatic effect upon many churches. This
last year we have been immersing ourselves
in the first of the series: “Radical Hospitality”.
This book challenges us to try to see the
church through the eyes of the ‘newcomer—
reminding us that it is often the little things — a
warm greeting, remembering a name, sitting
with a first time visitor — that make all the
difference.

The other four books in the series are:
Passionate Worship, Intentional Faith
Development, Risk-Taking Mission, and
Extravagant Generosity. We will move
through them one at a time, as we seek to
integrate some of each “practice” into the life
of Eureka First.

Missions have already become a passion
in our church. We began five years ago
taking mission teams to Katrina ravaged New
Orleans. Then we added a house-building
mission trip to Mexico four years ago. We just
had our permit approved by the City of Eureka
for a local mission project: “A Room for
Lucas” as we will add an upstairs bedroom at
the home of Linda Lewis and her son Lucas.
Every other month, we lead worship and serve
a meal at the Women’s Shelter, and we just

committed to covering the cost of the utilities
for Betty Chinn’'s shower facility for the
homeless.  Finally, we have set a goal of
$10,000 of support for Paul and Fabiola
Drumm as they go to serve as missionaries in
South Asia.

For years, the words of Professor Bob
Tuttle, who teaches New Testament Theology
at Asbury Seminary, have echoed in my ear:
“Every faithful Christian Church should
contribute at least 10 percent (a tithe) of
it's budget to missions—something few
do.” Every year | would do the math and see
how close the church came to that goal. Well,
by God’s grace, if all goes as planned — this
coming year Eureka First will exceed 10
percent. When all the funds that we as a
church direct beyond the walls of our church
(one definition of mission giving) are added up
for 2010, they should significantly exceed
$25,000 — which is around 14 percent of the
total giving of our church.

| think there is a connection between the
growth we are experiencing in worship and
this growth in missions. A recent study of
growing United Methodist Churches identified
missions (in particular mission projects and
mission trips) as something that people
seeking a church home are most interested it.
People want to be a part of a church that is
living out the faith and making a difference in
the world. That same study also revealed
that people are interested in churches that
offer spiritual renewal experiences — such as
Cursillo and Walk to Emmaus; and Disciple
Bible Study and other intensive Bible Study
programs. These are productive areas for us
to grow in.

Jesus made it clear that his followers
would build nothing less than the Kingdom of
God. May we remember this, and settle for
nothing less.

See you in Church,
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Dear Church Family,

We would like to thank everyone for their
prayers and cards for the recent death of my
father Harold Mendenhall. Special thanks to
Pastor Dave for the nice service, Tim, Melanie,
Bev, and Joyce for singing, and a very special
thanks for my sisters in the Friday group for all
the wonderful food and being there to support us
at such a sad time. The Lord has really blessed
us with great people in our lives.

God Bless you all
Carolyn, John, and Crystal Johnson
Michelle, Jesse, Lily-Anne, and Camellia Span
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Last month at about this time Fabiola and | were in
South Asia in a town near where we will be living and
working soon. At one point, we were taking a ride in
the back of a pickup from a fish farm where we had
spent several days back into the town. There was a
blackout due to low water levels at the reservoir where
the electricity was generated. Most of the time we
were surrounded by other vehicles, their lights blazing
in comparison to the roadside darkness. That
afternoon, our hosts had explained the need for
caution and the importance of not being highly visible
as the upcoming elections made it more likely that
random kidnappings for ransom of foreigners might
occur. As | meditated on this advice, each passing
vehicles lit up my pale face brightly and any attempt |
made to see the occupants of the other vehicles was
made impossible by the dazzle of their lights. | began
to wonder how many people were seeing my face and
whether another sitting position might not be more
prudent.

My unease lasted only a few moments. With

We are blessed to have a gift from the Childre sudden clarity, | realized that the man with whom | had
Trust Fund that has enabled us to purchase nevs iter?€€N Speaking that afternoon, and who now shared

for our children to enjoy during the church service
Look for the new clipboards, books, soft stuffed
animals, lacing cards, sketch boards and craycais th

add a fresh new look to our activity bags.

the pickup bed with me(albeit it standing up proudly
rather than cowering down as | was) was a well-known
local political figure whose very presence made us
safe. As usual, | was thinking too much. | needed to
remind myself that when God does the leading, he is

We want the children to feel welcome each @ynd perfectly capable of handling the security as well.
and we need your help. At the end of the service Our trip to South Asia was an eye opener in many

please place all items back in the bags and rehem

ways. | am not used to being surrounded by so many

to the hooks in the narthex. Remember to take youpeople all of the time. Poverty there had a different

drawings with you.

We appreciate your help and again thank th

Children’s Trust fund.

We are now accepting applications for our 12th Aainu
College Scholarship.

Criteria:
Active in First United Methodist Church, Eureka
Accepted into an accredited trade or technical aigloo
college or university for Fall 2010
Applications must be submitted by July 1st anel now
available in the church office.
Recipient to be chosen by a committee made up oflrees

of Arcata, McKinleyville and Fortuna United Methetli

Churches. The scholarship will be awarded by Atdu

Gifts to the Children’s Trust and Scholarship Funaly be
made in honor or memory of a special person. i
should be made out to United Methodist Church
marked “Children’s Trust Fund.”  For more infortoa
on this and other scholarship opportunities conthet

face than | had seen before. We still need to learn a
anguage or two to feel at home. But each time we
egan to wonder whether we would be of use,

something would happen to reaffirm this move making

sense for us and for those with whom we will work. |
will be able to put my tropical agricultural skills to use.

Fabiola will have infinite opportunities to work in health

care. Everywhere we went, we were received

graciously and openly by Christian and non-Christian
alike. One of our goals is to become more like the
apostle Paul, who felt no need to define himself by his
accomplishments or his culture, but made every effort
to adapt all of his habits to the message of grace that
he shared. We thank you for the prayers and support
which make our journey possible.

Paul and Fabiola Drumm

church office.




Financial Summary

General Fund Revenue: $14,210
General Fund Expense: $15,426
General Fund Revenue: $58,727
General Fund Expense: $61,298
Shortage . . ...... .. ..$ 2,571
APR 4™ 8:30--49 10:00-- 177 TOTAL 226
APR 11™ 8:30--26 10:00-- 89 ToTAL 125
APR 18™ 8:30--33  10:00-- 103 ToTAL 136
APR 25™ 8:30-29 10:00-- 88 ToTAL 117
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John Lundstrom has experienced a sudden and
complete loss of hearing in both ears. Please
keep John in your prayers as he undergoes
medical tests.

Mary Beth Sacco is home following a recent stay
at St. Joseph Hospital. She appreciates your
prayers and concern.

Carl Steeves, our custodian, unfortunately will
need to return to UC Davis next month for a
second heart procedure. He appreciates your
prayers and caring.

Please keep Al and Hilda White in your prayers.
Al is home from the hospital, but continues to
battle cancer.

A memorial service for Carolyn Johnson’s father
Harold Mendenhall took place last Friday led by
Pastor Dave and including music by our worship
team. Please continue to hold the Johnson family
in prayer.

Bev Flanders has not been feeling well recently,
she would welcome your prayers.

Our Easter worship services were filled with
wonderful music by both the Joyful Noisemaker’s
(the Hallelujah Chorus from Handel's Messiah) as
well as our new Choir. And lots of people
worshipping the risen Lord. This year the local
Knight's Templar— the Christian Order of the
Masons — once again selected our church to
attend for Easter service.

Our Courtyard Committee , Craig Benson,
Marie Granshaw, Michele Woodburn, Wayne
Palmrose and Pastor Dave, with the approval of
the Board of Trustees and the Administrative
Council have purchased new children’s play
equipment (complete with swings, a slide, and a
climbing tower). We hope to have a Church
Work day in June to install it.

We've recently had some folks quietly making
important improvements to the church. Our
systemic water leak over the balcony has been
fixed thanks to Wayne Palmrose, Tim Lindow

and Pastor Dave. And we have a new attractive
cover on the telephone switch box in the hallway
thanks to Paul Gosselin . And the Alder Grove

School (which rents from us) is putting in a new
garden on the Sonoma St. side of the church.
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On May g™ we will be serving dinner and

bringing devotions for the women and children at
the Rescue Mission Shelter. We need help with
offering devotions, preparing food and serving the
dinner. We will be serving Sloppy Joes. We
need hamburger buns, cupcakes, large cans of
Bush’s baked beans and fruit platters. Contact
Sharon Warren if you would like to participate
443-1625
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JANUARY FOOD COLLECTED --- 199 POUNDS

FEBRUARY FOOD COLLECTED — 296 POUNDS

MARCH FOOD COLLECTED - 118 POUNDS

We will weigh food again on Sunday May 2

Layette kits and birthing kits are in great demand as
Haitians begin to rebuild their lives. Please consider
assembling layette Kkits and birthing kits to address the
basic needs of babies born in displaced persons
camps in Haiti. Bring Kits or supplies for kits to the
church office or drop them in the basket in the
Fellowship Hall.

Layette Kit Items Value:

6 cloth diapers

2 shirts or 2 one-piece body suits

2 baby washcloths

2 gowns or sleepers (pattern available on

UMCOR website)

2 diaper pins

1 sweater open in the front

- 2receiving blankets

Bundle the items inside one of the receiving blankets
and secure with the diaper pins.

$35 per kit

Birthing Kit Items Value : $8 per kit

Place these items inside a sealed one-gallon plastic
bag.

1 hotel-size bar of soap (1 0z. and up)

1 pair of clean latex gloves

1 square yard of clear 4 mil plastic

sheeting

3 pieces of clean string each 12” long

1 clean single use razor blade (carefully

wrap the blade in paper or plastic to

protect it and keep it from causing injury)
2 flannelette receiving blankets, each 1 square yard
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Adult and youth volunteers who would like serve
as part of the camp staff — for either Shasta
Camp or Feather Camp should contact Pastor
Dave.

# #)4, 2
We provide camp scholarships to ensure that the
cost is not a barrier for any child wanting to go to
camp. Camp Scholarship Donations: mark
checks: “Camp Scholarships”
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First United Methodist Church  Eureka, California Miay 2010 by Cinay Pation

5/07 Shelby Beck
5/11 Tim Hansen
5/12 Kathryn Dawson @Z
5/14 Avery Kerr
1(

5/16 Tobias Drumm
5/23 Maxine Larson
5/27 Evan Max

5/31 Tadesse Samelson #
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(Read Genesis 28:10-22)
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A An angel sent by God rescued Peter frg

A Jacob dreamed of a stairway leading tg
heaven with angels going up & down

the stairway & God was at the top. i ‘i

prison.  (Read Acts 12: 1-17) ", # 33
Answers Next Month: % & %

Q Saul was on the road to Damascus when he hadraatic ( & )
experience, became a Christian & changed his nawibkat new
name did he takeClue: We know him very well with his new * + $

name!
Q Which disciple doubted the resurrection of Jesus? % # 0 $ 3 (&
( ( 456 &4 & 4
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