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A Story From David . .. “The Witness of Betty Chnn”

This last Sunday in worship and during the potluck
brunch following the service we celebrated the
ministry of Betty Chinn here in our community. A
year ago following our Advent Tea, which contributed
to Betty’s work with the homeless, we asked Betty
what she needed. Knowing that she feeds
approximately 300
mostly homeless
people each day, we
anticipated that she
would say food or
money. We were §
wrong. Betty asked
for our church to
pray for her and the
homeless she
serves.

Through 2009 we had bi-monthly Sunday morning
prayer vigils—which brought forth a growing
closeness with Betty and her ministry. Last January
(2009), we decided to make her ministry the
destination of our monthly Birthday and Anniversary
Sunday donations. Then when we discovered that
she could use donations of peanut butter and jelly,
our children’s summer reading program “Read to
Feed” resulted in 60 jars of peanut butter and jelly.

It was wonderful to be able to have Betty with us in
worship on Sunday, and to present to her peanut
butter and jelly, sleeping bags and funds to cover the
utilities for the first month of her new shower/laundry
facility for the homeless on 3™ Street.

By now nearly everybody in the community knows
how Betty spends her days. Waking at 2:07 a.m.,
spending time in prayer and devotion, preparing food
in the Presbyterian Church kitchen, which she loads
into her specially designed truck “Betty’s Blue Angel”
and then delivering breakfast to nearly 400 people —
folks living under bridges, in bushes and elsewhere in
our community. Yet she doesn't just deliver food, she
pours out love and caring to people who are largely
invisible to most of us. When she finishes this, she
heads off to her “day job” working as an office
assistant at Lafayette Elementary School. Then she
prepares and loads up “Betty’s Blue Angel” a second
time: with dinner for her “community”.

The Minerva Award, a statewide humanitarian
award which Betty received in the fall of 2008, pulled
back the veil and allowed not only the entire
community, but the entire world to see the way she
serves God and to paraphrase her words: “gives
back as an expression of her gratitude for what God
and this country has given to her.”

On Sunday when Betty spoke during the meal
following worship, she shared the incredibly painful
story of her growing up in China. She described a
reality that was beyond what just about anyone could
imagine. One of twelve children born to a dentist
father and a physician mother, the family was torn
apart by the Red Guard who carried out Mao’s
“Cultural Revolution”. When Betty was just seven,
her dad was forced to flee, her mother was
imprisoned, and Betty was separated from all her
siblings, except for her infant sister. She was beaten
repeatedly by soldiers who forced her to wear a sign
around her neck “child of the devil” — which she later
discovered was because she had been baptized
Christian. For many days she carried her infant
sister, while living in a dump and eating refuse. Even
when her little sister became non-responsive, she
continued to carry her, until she was told that her
sister had died. For four years she was all alone,
homeless and living in a dump, her hair turning white
because of lack of nutrition. Miraculously she
survived.

Reconnecting with some of her siblings, they
walked over 1400 miles to the China Sea. With Hong
Kong lying across a stretch of water two to four miles
away — Betty and her siblings swam (though they
didn’t know how to swim) and to use her words again
“though I still don’t know how, miraculously, we made
it.”  She still wore the “child of the devil” sign, until a
nun removed it and said to her: “You are a child of
God.”

With some family members here in the United
States, Betty was able to come here. An arranged
marriage brought her together with her husband of 37
years, Leung Chinn, a now retired physics professor
from Humboldt State. Betty and Leung raised their
two sons, both now educated, successful
professionals. And for the last 24 years Betty has
risen each morning at 2:07 a.m. and gone about her
ministry -- day in and day out. A ministry that she
describes as her way of giving back to God by giving
to those who are, like she had been for four years,
homeless.

Sunday’s sermon was on the power of God’s call
upon our life. | doubt that any of us have witnessed a
more powerful and beautiful expression of “God’s
call” lived out — than Betty.

See you in Church
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The Children’s Trust Fund board will meet iarlg
February to consider project requests for the lieonéfour
children. We have received one proposal and wetcoore

For two years we operaté&d MOST HOME, an after
school care program for latch key children. Whémost
Home closed its doors in 1992, the board of directorgega
the balance of its financial account to the churditne fund
totaled $975.68

The decision was made to place the gift inpacal
account to be used for ministry to children. Isweped that
the fund would grow enough to allow us to make albugift
to a program or project twice a yedOh ye of little faith’
comes to mind. This church family has grown thddzén’'s
Trust Fund to more than $8,000!

Twice a year the Fund Committee spends 10%hef fund
balance; Very quickly the fund is back to  $8,00Qaia.
Contributions are regularly received to honor someemr in
memory of a friend or family member. This wondégdtogram has
provided scholarships to children attending chucamps, play
equipment for our youth, materials for Vacation IBilschool and
academic scholarships.  What a wonderful legacy we have
received from that original $900.
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Eureka First United Methodist Church is collecting
health kits for Haiti. UMCOR, the relief agency thie
United Methodist Church, with help from local chives
and Volunteers in Mission, will be transporting the
health kits to Port au Prince.

The UMCOR Depot in Utah has already sent 23,00(
health kits to Haiti, depleting the supply on haricast
week a volunteer team from Woodland Californiaktoo
a trailer full of kits to Salt Lake City and helpeaith the
assembly and packing of kits while they were thélrbe
California Nevada United Methodist Conference
Volunteers in Mission Commission has set a gdal
million_health Kits for Haiti. The next shipment from
E;rr]eka First United Methodsit Church will be Feliyua
27"

The items can be purchased at the local DollareSttmr
approximately $5. For $5 apiece the Missions
Commission and the Youth Group will purchase the
supplies and put the kits together for you — jusirkm
your check “health kits.” Another way to give is t
bring some of the items on the list in bulk and the
groups will assemble the Kits.

To make a health Kkit: UMCOR requests that the
following NEW items be placed in a sealed one-gallo
plastic bag.

1 hand towel (15" x 25" up to 17" x 27”.) No
kitchen towels.

1 washcloth

1 comb (large and sturdy, not pocket-sized)
1 nail file or fingernail clippers (no emery boards
or toenail clippers)

1 bath-size bar of soap (3 0z. and up)

1 toothbrush (single brushes only in original
wrapper, no child-size brushes)

6 adhesive plastic strip sterile bandages
$1.00 to purchase toothpaste

(NOTE: Toothpaste is purchased in bulk to be added
health kits to ensure that the product does notrexp
before they are sent.)

Because the emergency kits are carefully planned t
make them usable in the greatest number of situstio
and strict rules govern product entry into inteiorzl
countries, UMCOR requires that the kits containyonl
the requested itemsnothing more.
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Financial Summary {;%l'\

General Fund Revenue: $14,403 % 9% 3-8

General Fund Expense: $14,030
Shortage $ 373 We lost the cross atop of our steeple in the 6.5

magnitude Saturday January o earthquake that
rocked Eureka. Following the earthquake, a group
of volunteers called everyone in the congregation

2009 General Fund Revenue: $173,393II to make sure they were OK (although we
2009 General Fund Expense: _$173.35%  giscovered we didn't have everyone’s up-to-date
Surplus +$ 38 phone number). The main casualty besides the

cross and a lot of broken glass was a broken water

I # 1$5% &&' (- pipe under Linda Lewis’ house. Linda gratefully

shared that Tim Lindow, Jamie and Isaac
Cameron, and Bob Powers spent Sunday
afternoon and evening repairing it.

Jan 3% 8:30--28 10:00-- 95 ToTtAaL 123
JAN 10™ 8:30--28 10:00-- 83 ToTtaL 111
JAN 17™ 8:30--30 10:00-- 93 ToTtAaL 123
JAN 24™ 8:30--34 10:00-- 98 ToTAL 132

JaN 31 9:30 COMBINED SERVICE ToTAL 133 Please continue to keep Shirley Peterson in your

prayers as she recovers from hip replacement
surgery.

©©0©0©0OOo0 We enjoyed a wonderful youth-led service on
January 10" Many thanks to all the youth, Sally
Hansen, and Paul Drumm for all the work on the

- . && /0 *$ service.
1, 12 (&
2 " 3 /41 & Please continue to lift up Camellia Span in your
2 ,&! 5 prayers. She is home from the hospital in San
4 , -1 3 Francisco and doing well. The Span and
_ Johnson family is deeply appreciative of all the
love and support they received.
6 . 7 3
-6 7" Please keep Carroll and JoAnn Newquist's
Congratulations! -- If we missed your special day o  daughter Deborah in your prayers. She has
have the incorrect date please call the churchceffio developed heart problems during the last trimester
we can get it right next year. of her pregnancy and is receiving specialized
medical care.
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~ Nia Davies-Hughes needs our prayers as she has
% had a tough winter with health struggles.
Sunday January 24, Bud and Kath Tillinghast
were at Los Altos UMC, where the drama group
performed his play “Whom God Hath Joined
Together”. The play, about the history of marriage,
was the focus of Los Altos UMC’s four worship
services. It can be viewed at:
http://www.laumc.org/worship/videos/012410.html
=1 following the pastor's brief sermon. Los Altos'
‘A | 0/0 % 6 7 drama group is offering to do the play in other Bay
™ " Area churches. Bud’s website containing the play
and background historical material can be found at:

8 9# http://same-sex-marriage.wikispaces.com/
9 & &
: . & We thank Linda Lewis for coordinating Coffee
& & Hour this last year. In 2010, Margie O’Keefe and
< Sally Pierce will be co-coordinators. They

appreciate volunteers to take a Sunday or two or

three during the year. If you would like to be a part
, of this wonderful ministry of sharing God'’s love with
visitors and friends — give them a call — Margie
834-2597, Sally 442-3970 or contact the church
office 442-3015.

The knitting group meets every third Sundayf|ig
Fellowship Hall after the second service. We b
work in progress, collect charity knitting, and pnelach ’
other learn -- beginners are welcome. Knitters ffd
crocheters, beginners and experienced, are ateohvi




Our team of 23 roofed a house, made gingerbreawl tri
built steps, tiled floors, painted, gardened, dadlw
board work and more. We worshiped, toured, atgg.sa
We grieved at the news of two earthquakes in orekwe
We made new friends — Miss Gertrude, Miss Sandra,
Miss Patricia, John, Haati, Martha, Judy, CindyttMa
We thank God for a loving faith community that
supports us with prayers and gifts that we may pass
along the love of God to the people of New Orleans.
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The Mission to Mexico this year will be March 14-20
(Sunday through Saturday), coinciding with the H&tdl
CR spring break. We are going to Tijuana, across th
border from San Diego. We will work through AMOR
Ministries with a family to build them a simple sina
house. A local pastors committee selects the far@iheck
out AMOR at www.comebuildhope.com on the internet.

We will spend two days driving each way, spending t
night at a church. We will leave on Sunday afteurch.
The number of vehicles we take depends on how rgany
and what kind of equipment we take. We camp at the
AMOR Ministries Rancho Camp outside Tijuana. About
half our group has campers and half sleep in téreay
Barber from Yreka serves as the camp cook. We dave
the work site each day and work until about 5 PMe W
take our own tools and the building materials angptied

by AMOR. No power tools are allowed. Typically we
work two long hard days and two half-days. Onerafien
we will visit Rosarita Beach for shopping or whateand
Friday afternoon we load up and start home, fimghhe
trip home on Saturday.

The church pays for the materials that AMOR supple
build the house. The money is from fundraisers anc
donations. The trip participants pay for travel dondd
expenses. That amount has been about $200 each !
previous trips. We cover half the cost ($100) fouth
participants. Children are allowed to accompanyirthe
parents.

To reenter the U.S. a PASSPORT OR PASSPORT CARIL
IS REQUIRED. Youth participants must have notarized
permission of BOTH parents to enter Mexico withthgir
parent. If you need a passport, apply now (it taddesut
four weeks after you apply) Expedited applicati@ms
more expensive. Applications are available at tlost P
Office.

If you would like to go on this mission, pleaseifyoKen
Blackshear 442-8556 or the church office. If th&/on
reason keeping you from going is the expense, as®P
Dave about the possibility of a scholarship. Othays to
participate in this mission project are:

Bake cookies to send along,

Donate to the Mission to Mexico at church.
Pray for the team (and for our team to add
a few more members) and pray for the
family we will be working with.



JUST Tor ¥idse!
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S @bmmy 2016

T hank yyows: ..

5, @ A 7 >
| , 7 oo
3 &9 . 74 1964
4 BC "
%%g ) - 24 > #&
2 18" (8 8!+ (">'8,=, :
: 77 9 :
Adbltes 7 ° g g
colyles ? DI(" +#+ E:

B # 7

N Uf@ﬁwﬁ@:’

A Some more names for Jesus are:
Wonderful Counselor, King, Lord,
Rabbi, Teacher, Good Shepherd, &
Son of God. a
A Jesus was baptized in the Jordan River by ‘y
i i i /

& &

John the Baptist, his cousin.

/
Answers Next Month: Q ﬂtlne S
Q Of the 10 lepers Jesus healed, how many rettlm’édank Him? 0’ g
Q What did Jesus say is the most important commantfme \(\1\\ L’;@ v
SIS

Q In what river did John the Baptist baptize Jesus?
‘bfﬁg\\ ) k/g—@y

How were Jesus & John the Baptist related?



