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A Story From David . . . “Sacred Moments in MexicO

Maria Luisa, the
59 year old
grandmother and
matriarch of the
Contreras  Vega
family, beamed a
broad smile the
entire week as she
“| watched our team
N build her new
home. She had
been living in a small trailer, next door to her son
and daughter-in-law’s tiny house, on a small piece
of hillside overlooking Tecate. For Maria, a new
house was a dream, come true.

The site for the house was not perfect. It was so

narrow that Ken Blackshear

had to do some quick
redesigning of the standard
house plan (making it two
feet narrower). The site also
contained a huge rock that
needed to be removed.
About half the team took
turns chipping away at the
rock—although we let Herb

Pierce, our most senior
team member, do the lion's
share.

Maria Luisa’s grandchildren, with Biblical names
such as Israel and Jerusalem, sought to help us —
although their greatest joy was playing with Ceilidh
Powers, the lone preadolescent on our team (this
was Ceilidh’s fourth mission trip to Mexico). It was
amazing to see the language barrier disappear in
the joyful exuberance of kids making new friends
as they kicked a soccer ball around or played with
the family puppy or rooster.

This year, Paula Blackshear served as our
translator. She did a great job, but she took great
joy in telling us her favorite goofs — like when she
mentioned that she was going to get her teeth
cleaned by a local Dentist, but actually said, “I'm
going to have my teeth cleaned at the laundromat”.

Amor International is the Christian organization
that we have partnered with for all four of our
mission trips to Mexico. For thirty years they have
coordinated the building of more than 15,000
homes in Mexico. The founder Scott Congdon
spent one morning with our group, and his son,
Jordan was our guide for the week. Amor has
seen a significant decrease in the number of
church groups coming to Mexico since media
coverage of violence ratcheted up two years ago.
We felt quite safe in the Amor camp (where we
camped) and having Jordan accompanying us to
our work site each day.

As we were nearing the completion of the house,
Maria Luisa said to Paula that she had some
money that she wanted to give us. She kept
repeating a word that Paula didn’'t understand:
“diezmar”. Finally, Paula realized she was talking
about wanting to give a “tithe” to God. We thought
it best for her to give it to Amor—making it possible
for someone else to have a new house.

On Friday, as we presented Maria Luisa her new
home, Ken expressed well what was taking place:
“Our church is giving to you a new home, but the
giving is not one way. You have given to us
through your gracious hospitality and your love.”

A sacrament is a “sacred moment” in which the
holiness of God is realized through simple physical
elements of life. For us, the building of Maria
Luisa’s new home took on a sacramental quality.

See you in Church
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The Children’s Trust Fund disperses funds twice.yda the
spring 10% of the balance is used to support Gimigr
Ministry Projects. In March the committee receiviseb
requests.
- One from the Mexico Mission Team. Funds
were approved to help with the costs of youth
and children on the team. This year the
expenditure was $100.
A second request was received for funds to
purchase materials to refresh the Children’s
Worship Bags. $300 was granted.
Gifts to the Children’s Trust and Scholarship Fomaly be
made in honor or memory of a special person. Ghebkuld
be made out to United Methodist Church and marked
“Children’s Trust Fund.”
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The Arcata Interfaith Gospel Choir will present the
19" annual Community Prayer Breakfast and Gospel
Concert on Sunday, May 2, at the Arcata Community
Center. A gourmet continental breakfast will be served
starting at 9 a.m. Music will begin at 10:00 a.m.

Tickets for the Community Prayer Breakfast and
Concert are $15 general and $10 students and seniors.
Children under five are free. Tickets will be available at
People’s Records on the Arcata Plaza and The Works
in Arcata and Eureka, or at the door. For more
information, call 822-4444.

CHURCH COUNCIL
Thursday, April 22 at 6:45 p.m. in the Library
Our Church Council meetings are open
to all who would like to attend.
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Our Choir will be singing at both services
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Paul and Fabiola Drumm are preparing for oversea
mission work. Part of the preparation is raisihg t
funds to support their project. As their home chur
we will be a part of that fundraising effort. One
Sunday a month we will be selling DRUMM STICKS
(ice cream cones) So, plan to treat yourself ® ic
cream occasionally and support this exciting new
mission project.



Financial Summary

General Fund Revenue: $13,902
General Fund Expense: $15,316
General Fund Revenue: $44,616
General Fund Expense: $45,868
Shortage . . ...... .. ..$ 1,252
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MAR 7™ 8:30--28  10:00-- 106 TOTAL 134
MAR 14™ 8:30--31 10:00-- 89 ToTAL 120
MAR 21°7 8:30--33 10:00-- 90 TOTAL 123
MAR 28™ JAzz SUNDAY COMBINED TOTAL 176
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Congratulations! -- If we missed your special day o
have the incorrect date please call the churclceffio
we can get it right next year.
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Dear Eureka First

Thank you for all your prayers and cards for my
heart procedure at UC Davis (mitral clip for mitral
valve).

God Bless,
Carl Steeves
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Carl Steeves, our amazing custodian, is home
following successful heart surgery at UC Davis last
month. The only negative was that his truck was
broken into while in Sacramento. Carl will be back
at work in about three weeks.

Please keep Clyde Cameron in your prayers as he
undergoes surgery this week.

Our ninth annual Jazz Worship Service was a
great day of music, worship, food and fellowship.
We again have Alan Smyth to thank for bringing
the music of “Uptown Lowdown” to Eureka First.
Both the sanctuary for worship and Fellowship Hall,
were we had our mission brunch, were packed.

The Ferndale Community Choir, which includes
Michele Montgomery from Eureka First, will be
presenting three community Easter Concerts:
Easter Sunday at 8:00 p.m. at the Catholic Church
in Ferndale;  8:00 p.m. Saturday April 10™ at the
Episcopal Church in Eureka; and 3:00 p.m. Sunday
April 11™ at the Ferndale Community Church. The
Choir is fantastic.

Please keep Al and Hilda White in your prayers.
Al was recently diagnosed with cancer and is
undergoing radiation treatments.

Brian Hansen and Paul Samelson are both
excited about their new jobs -- Brian at Pacific
Paper here in Eureka, and Paul at St. Joseph
Hospital.

Carrol & JoAnn Newquist rejoice in the birth of
their new granddaughter Joanna Christine (Jo Jo)
born March 2" to Dan, Deborah, and sister Mimi

Pastor Dave and Sonia ‘s 22 year old daughter
Shawna and her three month old son Emmett will
be joining the Samelson household in Eureka this
month. Please keep Shawna and Emmett in your
prayers as they move from Louisiana to Eureka.

Carolyn Johnson’'s father Harold passed away
last week in his home in Oregon, with Carolyn by
his side. A service will be held in the chapel at
Oceanview Cemetary on Friday April 23" at 2:00
p.m. Please keep the Johnson family in prayer.

Paul and Fabiola Drumm returned home this
week after three weeks in South Asia, attending
Mission Conferences and visiting where they soon
will be working as missionaries.

After 12 wonderful year of planting and leading the
United Methodist Church of the Joyful Healer in
McKinleyville, Pastor Rod Brayfindley will be
moving to Redding First United Methodist Church
July 1st. Pastor Steve Lundeen will be
McKinleyville’s new pastor.
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JANUARY FOOD COLLECTED --- 199 POUNDS
FEBRUARY FOOD COLLECTED - 296 POUNDS
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Helping with the MISSIONS JAZZ BRUNCH
Cooking, setting up, cleaning up and eating
-- $ 442 was raised for the Mexico Mission
Trip Fund

Cookies, prayers, contributions for the 2010
AMOR Mexico Mission Trip. Nineteen
people built a house for Maria — a very
grateful (and tearful) grandma.

Health Kits for Haiti — We have collected
344 kits to date. We have supplies to
make more kits but we need BAR SOAP.

The Serenity Inn provides transitional housing for local
citizens who are looking for a more permanent
residence. In April and May we will be collecting
“gently used” or new twin bed sheets and pillow cases
for the Serenity Inn. Drop them in the basket in
Fellowship Hall.
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Do you remember that our 2009 Annual
Conference Offering (in June) was to purchase a
tractor for West Angola? On Thursday March 18
the ship carrying a John Deere tractor, Ford pick-
up truck, and assorted farm implements and
supplies was scheduled to dock at Port Angola.
The equipment was purchased in Georgia and
shipped from the Port of Savannah on January 14.
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Layette kits and birthing kits are in great demand as
Haitians begin to rebuild their lives. Please consider
assembling layette kits and birthing kits to address the
basic needs of babies born in displaced persons camps
in Haiti. Bring kits or supplies for kits to the church
office or drop them in the basket in the Fellowship Hall.

Layette Kit Items Value: $35 per kit

6 cloth diapers

2 shirts or 2 one-piece body suits
2 baby washcloths

2 gowns or sleepers

2 diaper pins

1 sweater open in the front

2 receiving blankets

Bundle the items inside one of the receiving blankets
and secure with the diaper pins.

Birthing Kit Items Value : $8 per kit
Place these items inside a sealed one-gallon plastic
bag.

1 hotel-size bar of soap (1 oz. and up)

1 pair of clean latex gloves

1 square yard of clear 4 mil plastic sheeting
3 pieces of clean string each 12" long

1 clean single use razor blade (carefully
wrap the blade in paper or plastic to protect
it and keep it from causing injury)

2 flannelette receiving blankets, each 1
square yard

Thank you for your support for the Mission to
Mexico Team. With your help we were able to
complete a simple small house for Maria Luisa
Contreras Vega Alma and her family in Tecate
Mexico.

This year our team consisted of 18 people. It
included Pastor Dave, Herb and Sally Pierce, Bob
and Lisa and Ceilidh Powers, Ken and Paula
Blackshear, Connie Wilson, Todd Flanders, Isaac
Cameron, Darus Trutna, Tim Trutna, Sr., Tim
Trutna Jr., Jed Tolner, Ryan Bailey and Matt, Terry
and Nichole Barber from Yreka UMC.
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Helen Buck
Timber Ridge #205

Lucille McDaniel
2401 Redwood Way

Fortuna 95540 2740 Timberidge Lane
725-1885 Eureka 95503

Tacy Harris Kay Ballard

Timber Ridge #217 Timber Ridge

2740 Timberidge Lane 2780 Timberidge Lane
Eureka 95503 Eureka 95503

Charles Strope
2740 Timberidge Ln
Eureka 95503

Joe Ann Dearinger

4131 F Street

Eureka 95503
442-4108

Elsie Grisham Anne Blankinship

1728 Terrace Way 3426 Utah
Eureka 95501 Eureka 95503
442-3267 445-1125
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A “Hosanna” means “God will save.’ " People O
shouted Hosanna on Palm Sunday to welcome i 3
Jesus & recognize him as their savior- God’s so i
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(Read Matthew 21:9)
A After the Last Supper, Jesus went to the
Garden of Gethsemane to pray. (Read Matthew626:3
Answers Next Month:
Q Who dreamed of a stairway leading to heaven?
Q Who rescued Peter from prison?



