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A Story From David . . .  “Reflections on Turning Fifty”  
    

     Fifty.  A half century.  A symbolic milestone.   
 
     While 40 is a much more biblically symbolic 
number (40 days of rain floated the ark, Moses 
and the Israelies were in the wilderness 40 years,  
Jesus was in the wilderness tempted by the devil 
for 40 days);  50 is certainly a marker in the 
journey of life. 
 
     In four weeks I’ll hit that memorable marker.   
 
     As I prepare to turn fifty, I find myself  
remembering back to when I turned ten:  June 
27th 1970.  Part of the reason that birthday 
stands out so vividly in my mind is because it was 
when I became aware of time.  On my tenth 
birthday it occurred to me:  “In the year 2000, I’ll 
turn 40!”  In the year 2010, I’ll turn 50!  And in the 
year 2050, I’ll turn 90!  That’s as far as I could 
imagine going. 
 
     Now that I stand on the cusp of the half-
century mark, a few Biblical truths have become 
exceedingly clear to me. 
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     A couple of weeks ago, I was talking with my 
oldest friend Mike, who lives in Kansas.  This year 
we both became grandfathers.   As we talked 
about grandchildren, we were able to easily jump 
back 47 years when we as toddlers we used to sit 
under the lemon tree in the back yard, eating 
Fritos corn chips dipped in dirt.   
 
      As a pastor I have had the privilege of being 
with many people approaching the end of their 
physical lives.  And even though many had lived 
80 or 90 years, the almost universal perspective 
had been -- it passed quickly.   
“The few days of our lives pass like a 
shadow”  Ecclesiates 6:12. 
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     Being born in 1960, I used to think that I was 
more focused on "time" and "decades" than most.  
Yet, I've come to discover how nearly universal it 
is to meaure our life in this way:  “our twenties”, 
“our thirties”, “the 1960's”, “the 1990's”.  Each 
decade ending with a sense of a part of life 
having passed--a mini-death, even as a new 

decade opens up before us.  Sometimes we try to 
convince ourselves that we have outfoxed time by 
doing something uncommon for our age (like 
climbing a mountain), but ultimatley time is never 
outfoxed.    
“To  everything there is a season and a time 
for every purpose under heaven.  A time to be 
born and a time to die.”  Ecclesiates 3:1-2 
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     Commitments of faith, choices about lifestyles, 
choosing our mates, the way we raise our 
children.  The immensity of such decisions often 
are not clear until we look back and realize that 
such decisions represent important forks in the 
road.  My life would be very different if I had gone 
that way instead of this way.   
“Choose this day whom you will serve, 
whether the gods your forefathers served 
beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, 
in whose land you are living. But as for me 
and my household, we will serve the LORD."   
                                            Joshua 24:15 
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     Without grace, in both its human and divine 
forms, life collapses into a sea of unforgiven 
failure.  From the vantage point of fifty, I can look 
back over my life and see times when I 
compromised my values for the sake of ego, 
short-term happiness, self-interest, and 
sometimes just for expediency.  Grace lifts me 
out of that unhealthy self-battering that can rob 
life of all hope.  And God’s grace is so clearly the 
source of my ultimate hope.  Even if I should live 
another 30 or even 40 years, my mortality is 
undeniably real.  Jesus’ words of hope:  I am the 
resurrection and the life, those who believe in me 
even though they die, yet shall they live – 
represent a hope I need daily (not simply as 
death become imminent). 
“For it is by grace you have been saved, 
through faith--and this not from yourselves, it 
is the gift of God-- not by works, so that no 
one can boast.”  Ephesians 2:8-9 
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����Financial  Summary 
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 General Fund Revenue:  $13,513 
 General Fund Expense:  $14,990 
 

������	�
��
����	�
  2010 General Fund Revenue:    $72,341 
  2010  General Fund Expense:    $76,289 
               Shortage                             (3,948) 
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MAY    3RD

    8:30--38     10:00—86 TOTAL   124 
MAY     9TH

  8:30--38     10:00—89  TOTAL   127 
MAY  16TH

   8:30--32     10:00-- 93 TOTAL   125 
MAY  23TH

 8:30--29      10:00-- 92 TOTAL   121 
MAY 30ST

  9:30 A.M. COMBINED SERVICE TOTAL   115 
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2 Logan Alto  18 Richard Strubinger 
5 Laura Holt  18 Tony Kimura 
5 Sharon Warren  21 Adrienne Kerr 
6 Isaac Pittman  23    Joyce Reid 
6 Patricia Vance  27   Pastor David Samelson 
7 Tom Newton  28 Isaac Young 
8 Fred Wechsel  28   David Hayes 
11 Steve Peacock  28   Lisa Powers 
16    Sally Upatisringa  29         Kathleen Tillinghast 
17    Bert Reid  30 Christine Evans�
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2     Garry & Jan Tucker   21   Bill & Barbara O’Brien 
12  Joann & Carrol Newquist  26  Larissa & Lewis Caldwell 
17  Sam & Mary Winston  27  Marjorie & Larry Johnson 
18  Teddie & Jon Lyons  27  Jamie & Angela Cameron 
20  Louise & LeoFredrickson  28  Ken & Paula Blackshear 
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Hilda White’s husband Al  passed away on May 
20th and a celebration of his life took place last 
Saturday at Eureka First, led by Pastors Dave 
and Paul.  Hilda thanks the congregation for their 
prayers and support.  Let us continue to hold 
Hilda and her family up in prayer through this time 
of grief. 
 
The Samelson’s  eldest daughter Shawna & her 
baby Emmett  have arrived in Eureka after 
traveling 2300 miles by car in mid-May with 
Pastor Dave from Louisiana.   This Sunday 
Emmett will be baptized and there will be a 
baby-shower for Emmett and Shawna in the 
church library on Sunday June 13th immediately 
after the second service.   
 
Our local mission project:  “A Room For Lucas”  
is well under way.  Most of the foundation work is 
complete and the staircase to the upstairs 
bedroom is next on the docket.   We could use 
your help  – work takes place most Saturdays 
from 9:00am to 2:00pm at the Lewis House: 
2145 Fairfield St. Eureka . Volunteers should 
contact  Ken Blackshear  442-8556.   
 
Bev Flanders  thanks you for your prayers 
through her recent health struggles.  She is 
hopefully on the mend. 
 
Maxine Larson , our wonderful Nursery Director, 
will be leaving us as she heads off to college.  
This Sunday we will honor her along with our 
other 2010 Graduates.  
 
Carl  Steeves , our custodian, unfortunately will 
need a “redo” on his recent heart procedure later 
this month down at UC Davis Medical center. 
 
Sally Upatisringa  spent most of last week in the 
hospital in Medford where she needed a blood 
transfusion.  She is home but will be heading 
down to UCSF soon for additional treatments.  
She appreciates our prayers. 
Our youth group (pictured above) were able to 

travel to the Bay Area for the Christian Concern 
Festival held at Great America Amusement Park 
May 7-9.  Sally & Brian Hansen chaperoned.  
 
Tadesse Samelson will be graduating this 
Saturday from North Coast Preparatory and 
Performing Arts Academy in Arcata.  He has 
been accepted into the Firefighter Academy at 
College of the Siskiyous, and plans to continue in 
ballet as well.   
 
Emma Grace, daughter of Katie & Eric Durbin 
and granddaughter of Margie & Larry O’Keefe 
was dedicated this last Sunday.    
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Paul and Fabiola Drumm are preparing for overseas 
mission work.  Part of the preparation is raising the 
funds to support their project.  As their home church 
we will be a part of that fundraising effort.  One 
Sunday a month we are selling DRUMM STICKS 
(ice cream cones)  So, plan to treat yourself to ice 
cream occasionally and support this exciting new 
mission project. 
�
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When I began working in 
the developing world, it 

seemed that with even a minimum of focused effort, 
one could get a lot of stuff done.  In places with 
dysfunctional governing structures and a bare 
minimum of “red-tape”, it was easy to implement small 
projects and initiate bigger ones. One could easily feel 
dazzled by one's own productivity.  This, compounded 
with the automatic status of being a North American, 
made it tempting to develop an inflated feeling of self-
importance.  Stick with it long enough, though, and 
one starts to realize that until local people take upon 
themselves the daunting task of transformation, all of 
your effort amounts to a pebble thrown into the surf.  
The factors, both internal and external, which held the 
communities down since long before you came 
continue to mock your best efforts.  At best you could 
be a local hero, forgotten almost the moment you 
leave.  At worst, you will reinforce the crippling notion 
that change has to come from somewhere else. 
 To participate in the process of disciple making is 
to recognize that anyone, once inspired by God's spirit, 
might become a Mother Teresa, a Desmond Tutu, a John 
Muir, or a Saint Francis of Assisi.  The adventure lies in 
connecting people to God, and then if you are lucky, to be 
able to see what God makes of them.  Jesus reminds us that 
God desires to involve many people in his Kingdom.  It isn't 
just about what we can do ourselves, but about what God 
can do through the people we inspire and teach.  This is one 
of the important things about the Kingdom of God – it 
grows by multiplying, not by any one part puffing up and 
squeezing another out. 
 In addition to our special evening at the Eureka 
United Methodist church on the 6th, in June we will be 
sharing at United Methodist churches in Marysville, Etna, 
and Chico.  We are encouraged by your continued prayers 
and support, as we move closer to transitioning into life in 
South Asia. 
                                   Blessings, Paul Drumm 
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Twenty-one members of Eureka First’s Friday 
Women’s Group  will have their annual gathering 
in Ashland for food, fun, fellowship and theater. 
 
Steve Peacock  retired from Kelly and Winzler 
Engineering last month.  We  continue to draw 
upon Steve’s engineering gifts as we continue our 
local mission project:   “A Room For Lucas” – as 
Steve is doing all the engineering on the project. 
 
Tadesse Samelson & Grace Kimura  will be 
dancing in a special evening of ballet this 
Saturday evening at the North Coast Dance 
studio in Old Town.  There will be two 
performances, at 6 PM and 8 PM.   While there is 
no charge for admission, donations will be 
gratefully accepted. 
 
Pastor David Samelson & Steve & Sue 
Peacock  will be heading off to Annual 
Conference in Sacramento on June 15 as they 
represent Eureka First. 
�
Julie Eccles-Benson  is playing several 
characters in the California Shakespeare 
Theater’s  Production of John Stienbecks’ 
“Pastures of Heaven. “ The play runs  from June 
3 to June 27 at the beautiful Cal Shakes outdoor 
theater in Orinda.  Tickets are available online at 
http://www.calshakes.org or by calling the Cal 
Shakes box office at 510.548.9666. 
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Dear Church Family, 
 
First of all, let me thank Pastor David for his vis its 
with Al, his prayers and for being there for us and  
for making Al’s memorial so special. 
And, to all my brothers and sisters of the United 
Methodist Church, my family and I wish to thank 
you so much for your prayers, love and support 
during this difficult time.  God gave Al to me and 
he has taken him back, I give thanks for the 49 
years I had with him and I will cherish his love 
always.  
     Thank you so much, 
       Hilda White~ 
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Adult and youth volunteers who would like serve 
as part of the Shasta Camp Staff should contact 
Pastor Dave 442-3015 or 834-9958. 
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We provide camp scholarships to ensure that the 
cost is not a barrier for any child wanting to go to 
camp.  Camp Scholarship Donations:  mark 
checks:  “Camp Scholarships” 
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We are now accepting applications for our 13th Annual 
College Scholarship. 
Criteria: 
 � Active in First United Methodist Church, 
Eureka 
       ��� � Accepted into an accredited trade or technical  
           school or college or university for Fall 2010 
Applications must be submitted by July 1st and are now 
available in the church office. For more information on this 
and other scholarship opportunities contact the church 
office 
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6/02  Logan Alto 
6/06  Isaac Pittman 

6/21  Adrienne Kerr 
6/28  Isaac Young 
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A  Saul had a dramatic experience when he became a Christian��
which included hearing the voice of Jesus & being blind for 
3 days. He then change his name to Paul & went on to write 
13 books in the Bible & start many early churches! (Read 
Acts 9:3-6)  

A  Thomas was the disciple who doubted the 
resurrection of Jesus until Jesus appeared to him & he 
was able to see & touch the scars Jesus had.  (Read  
John 20:27) 
Answers Next Month: 
Q  In the New Testament, many books are letters written to people 
or churches.  What is another name for these letters?    (Paul wrote 
many of these books.) 
Q  What disciple was not affected by the bite of a  
      poisonous snake? 
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