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A Story From David . . . “When One’s Community Prays”  
    
     Pigeon Feathers is John Updike’s semi-
autobiographical story of a young boy named David 
struggling to make sense of life and faith.  One of 
the most sobering scenes of the book involves 14 
year old David encountering atheism for the first 
time in his life.  He is aghast.  He says to himself 
“How could God have created a soul so black to 
have fathomed such a thought?” 
 
       David then began to think about all the 
evidence he had that proved God’s existence.  The 
one absolute piece of evidence that he knew would 
never fail him, was the time he had thrown a rock 
and hit Jimmy Sanders in the head and he had 
prayed to God that Jimmy wouldn't die – and Jimmy 
didn’t die!   At least a hundred times he had 
reminded himself of this irrefutable evidence.   
 
      Yet, as David thought anew about that miracle, 
he realized that the rock had really just caused a 
small cut.  He thought to himself, there was no way 
that Jimmy Sanders would have died.  His miracle 
was no miracle at all. 

----------------------------------------------------------- 
      I have had my share of personal experiences 
where I, like the central character in Pigeon 
Feathers,  have over-optimistically claimed God’s 
divine intervention, only to have to later admit 
(usually to myself) overstatement.  There is a 
natural optimism that often is a part of faith.  
Knowing all this, I am often reluctant to 
unequivocally claim something as a miracle (and I 
can understand why the Catholic Church actually 
investigates before it deems something a miracle).  
Nonetheless, having our daughter Shawna return 
home two months ago (along with her then four 
month old son Emmett), after five years of being in 
a horribly abusive and controlling relationship, in 
which she was deprived of any contact with her 
family, is quite a miracle in my mind. 
 
       For the last five years Sonia and I have prayed 
daily for Shawna’s well being and her return home.  
We asked for the prayers of both the entire Yreka 
church community as well as your prayers here at 
Eureka First.  For most of those five years we were 
entirely in the dark as Shawna was forbidden from 
having any contact with her family and her church 
(the exception being  a couple of small windows 
which opened during the five years; however they 
generally closed rather quickly).   

       Shawna coming home very much “intact” 
was something that we were told probably 
wouldn’t happen.   And while her healing is far 
from over, we are already seeing many of 
Shawna’s wonderful gifts re-emerge. 
 
       Over these last five years, Sonia and I have 
come to realize that getting through Shawna’s 
ordeal, more than any other ordeal we have 
encountered, was a matter of prayer.  We had 
exhausted every other option.   

----------------------------------------------------------- 
        Nearly every Sunday we have that potentially 
awkward time in our worship when we lift up the 
prayers of the community.  It is the most open time 
in our entire worship service.  It is awkward 
because life is often very messy—and physical, 
emotional and spiritual needs are often hard to 
know how to pray about.   
 
       A few years ago Sonia and I were visiting the 
website of a very vibrant and healthy church 
pastored by a friend of ours.  When the website 
appeared on the computer screen – what 
immediately jumped out was the advertised 
statement:  “Open Congregational Sharing Every 
Week!” 
 
         I’ve never been in a church that hasn’t had 
an open community prayer time. So, the 
statement in the website surprised me.  Yet, it 
really is no small thing to lift up our heaviest 
needs – so that others can pray.  It is one of the 
most significant things we do as a church.   

----------------------------------------------------------- 
         As we open up the experience of prayer as 
a community of faith, we witness lots of life and 
faith, hope and pain.  There may be some ‘Jimmy 
Sanders not dying’ miracles among the mix, but 
with eyes of faith we also may see miracles of a 
very different sort.  While we may not be able to 
“prove” to a skeptic that there is a God, we 
probably will find evidence that bolsters our own 
faith.  This has certainly been the case for our 
family, with Shawna coming home. 
 

                                        See you in Church  
 

       ��������������������������������������������������������������������			 	� ���
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Contact the church office 442-3015 to RSVP and 
arrange transportation. 
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     Our Mission Pennies offering for the remainder 
of 2010 will help support teachers in Pakistan. The 
most important step to establish education in a 
remote village is to have community participation 
and a dedicated local teacher. There is very little 
government or outside organization support for 
teachers in the regions CAI serves. The few 
teachers who taught prior to 1993 were mostly 
volunteers. CAI has been able to make a profound 
difference simply by providing stable salaries. Due 
to the significant problem of few highly qualified 
teachers in the region, CAI selects a local educated 
person – even if their education is limited – and 
puts that individual through intensive teacher 
training workshops over a period of several years. 
     Hiring a local teacher ensures community 
involvement and investment in their children’s 
education, and the teacher also has his/her own 
community ties and personal reasons to stay in the 
area. This process has had excellent results.   The 
cost to pay a teacher for a year is $600. 
     The Mission Pennies for the first half of 2010 
($749.71) will pay utilities for Betty Chinn’s project – 
the recently opened shower facility at St. Vincent 
De Paul.   
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Baked chicken will be the entrée.  We will need:   
*large green salad *dinner rolls 
*large potato or macaroni salad 
*large fruit plate *ice cream and cones 
If you can help call Sharon Warren at 443-1625.   
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Financial  Summary 
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 General Fund Revenue:      $13,148 
 General Fund Expense:      $14,910 
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  General Fund Revenue:        $85,490 
  General Fund Expense:   $91,500 
   Shortage:                      ( $6,010) 
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JUN    6TH

     8:30--31    10:00 -- 122  TOTAL   154 
JUN  14TH

    8:30--32     10:00 --   83 TOTAL   115 
JUN  21ST

    8:30--37     10:00 --   81 TOTAL   118 
JUN  27TH     8:30--33      10:00 --  88 TOTAL   121 
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    As Paul and Fabiola’s Home Church we set 
a rather ambitious goal of $10,000 mission 
support for the year (7/1/2010  to  6/30/2011).   
We kicked off our fundraising with an elegant 
Dessert Potluck and Auction which raised over 
$7,000.   Below you can see how strongly the 
member’s of Eureka First feel about the 
Drumm’s upcoming Mission work in South Asia.   
Although we currently have exceeded our 
$10,000 goal, they still have a great deal of 
support raising to go. 
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1 Jim & Connie Ross   
6 Dennis & Sandra Rosser  
6 Dean & Ann Boyd    
15 Joyce & Hubert Reid    
17 Don & Gwen Bellairs     
18 Wayne and Linda Palmrose 
19 Tom & Ruth Young 
23 Steve & Sue Peacock 
23 Ralph & Emma Nelson 
24 Michael & Tami Davies-Hughes 
27 Neil & Jean Ogimachi 
29  Forrest and Patricia Vance 
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The Annual Women’s Retreat to Ashland  was 
enjoyed by 15 women from Eureka First the 
weekend of June 11/13.  The weekend was filled 
with great fellowship, food, scenic beauty and a 
wonderful presentation of a musical “She Loves 
Me.” 
Jamie Cameron , our lead musician, recently 
suffered a severe cut to this hand.  We will miss 
his guitar playing for at least the next six weeks 
(but thankfully will have his voice).  We pray for 
healing for his hand. 

We are gearing up for Shasta Children’s Camp .  
This year’s camp in addition to involving most of 
our 4th grade through 8th grade kids will involve a 
number of Eureka First adults and youth who are 
volunteering to help lead the camp, including:  
Lori Green, Todd Flanders, Marie Granshaw, 
Lisa Powers, Ken Stumpf, Sally Hansen, Tim 
Hansen, Sean Woodburn,  Valerie Samelson, 
and Pastor Dave (and there are a few more who 
might be able to serve on the camp staff).   Much 
appreciation to all who volunteer and to all of you 
who have donated funds for camp scholarships—
ensuring that the cost is not a barrier for any child 
who wants to go to camp. 

Alis Shepard  has recovered from a tough bout 
with vertigo.  She and Bill amaze all of us with 
their incredible energy and zeal for life. 

Jean and Neal Ogimachi  recently returned from 
a trip to the holy land that included the old city of 
Jerusalem and many places Jesus walked. 

Our Vacation Bible School    (9 – 12 noon  
August 10th – 12th)  will once again be directed by 
Sonia Samelson .  She asks for your prayers and 
your helping hands (and legs).  We need lots of 
volunteers as we go back to ancient Egypt during 
the time of Joseph.  See the sign-up sheet 
included in this issue of the Messenger as well as 
in upcoming bulletins. 

Mary Beth Sacco  appreciates the prayers for her 
health and especially for the health of her son 
Jim Sacco.  

Lacy Ross  has surgery at UCSF on Monday the 
12th of July.  Hold her in your prayers. 

Hazel Scott-Martin   recently fended off an 
armed intruder and was in church to tell the story.  
Hazel you amaze us! 

Joe Ann Dearinger  will be celebrating her 95th 
birthday on July 26th (only one person in the 
congregation has lived longer!!)   Happy 
Birthday Joe Ann! 

Bertha Moore’s  son Don passed away last 
month.  Please keep Bertha in your prayers 
during this time of loss. 
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We provide camp scholarships to ensure that the 
cost is not a barrier for any child wanting to go to 
camp.  Camp Scholarship Donations:  mark 
checks:  “Camp Scholarships” 
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“Emergencies are unplanned events.  The key is 
to be prepared.”  You can help yourself and the 
health care system by completing a medical 
information form and placing it in a vial in your 
freezer.  Emergency personnel will look for the 
sticker on your refrigerator that indicates that you 
have a vial of life.  Vials and medical information 
forms are available at the church office. 
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Paul and Fabiola Drumm are preparing for overseas 
mission work.  Part of the preparation is raising the 
funds to support their project.  As their home church 
we will be a part of that fundraising effort.  One 
Sunday a month we are selling DRUMM STICKS 
(ice cream cones)  So, plan to treat yourself to ice 
cream occasionally and support this exciting new 
mission project. 
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Last week three youth Tim Hansen, Sean 
Woodburn and Brooke Hansen together with 
three adults who served on the Camp Staff: Todd 
Flanders, Sally Hansen and Pastor Dave were a 
part of the 45th  Annual Feather Youth Camp – 
held at Camp Tehama (near Mt. Lassen).  The 
camp is sponsored by Chico Aldersgate United 
Methodist Church and involved a half dozen 
churches from Shasta District, including Eureka 
First.   Except for an over-abundance of snow 
that prevented Pastor Dave from leading the hike 
to the top of Mt. Lassen, it was a perfect week of 
faith, fellowship and fun.  Below are some 
images of this year’s Feather Camp. 

 

 
Feather Camp – The Whole Group 
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Tim Hansen and his cabin at KP 
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Dear Eureka First United Methodist Church, 
 
Thank you so much for your ongoing support!  We 
deeply appreciate your generosity.   Your donations 
help us meet the growing need for food assistance 
here in Humboldt County, which has increased 25-30 
percent within the last year.  The passion and 
dedication of community-groups like yours is essential 
to reaching our goal of a hunger-free Humboldt 
County.   
                                                 Thank you, 

Anne Holcomb, Director 
Jason Whitley,  

Local Food Resource Coordinator 



�

7/04  Caitlyn Still 
7/06  Grace Kimura 

7/18  Oceanna Dillon 
7/21  Sarah Cameron 
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A  In the New Testament many 
books are letters written to people 
or churches.  They are known  
as Epistles. 
A  Paul was the disciple who was not affected 
by the bite of a poisonous snake.  (Read Acts 
28:3-5)  
ANSWERS NEXT MONTH: 
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